
ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY 
SOCI 5260/6500 

FALL 2016 
 
Instructor: Daniel G. Rodeheaver, Ph.D. 
Course Website: Blackboard Learn 
Office: Chilton 390A 
Office & Office Hours: On-line via Blackboard Learn (or by appointment) 
Telephone: (940) 565-2296 
Course-related E-mail: Use only the mail system (“Messages”) exclusive to the course website 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

Within the framework of human evolution and history, humans have "successfully" adapted to 
their environments, specifically by means of their cultures. In turn, this adaptation pattern has played an 
important role in the socio-cultural evolution of human societies. Clearly, the link between the 
environment and human society is crucial, although the nature of that link is not so clear. This course, 
Environmental Sociology, tries to make sense of this process. 

In the most generic (and popular) sense, environment is defined in terms of physical objects 
and/or conditions. Ecology, on the other hand, has come to be considered the domain of the field of 
biology, in which this term refers to the relationship among organisms and to their surroundings, including 
the environment. However, more often than not, most biological approaches to the environment and 
ecology tend to see humans and human systems as external forces, rather than as parts of ecosystems. 
As such, humans and their systems are often excluded from theory and analysis. 

In contrast, most social science approaches have tended to treat environment and ecology as 
something to be manipulated. Since at least the 1920's, human ecology – the predominant subfield in 
American sociology at the time – has been referred to as the study of the interaction between people and 
their environments. In general, though, this view of the environment and ecology was only concerned with 
how to shape human behavior. However, these definitions and conceptions of environment and ecology 
were, and still are much too anthropocentric and general for any real application. 

As Bell (2012:2) asks, "What does sociology have to do with the environment?" We must also 
address the question, “What is the nature of our relationship to the environment?” In answer to his 
question, Bell (2012:2) states that:  "Environmental sociology is the study of community in the largest 
possible sense. People, other animals, land, water, air - all of these are closely interconnected. Together 
they form a kind of solidarity, what we have come to call ecology."  This, however, reflects a series of 
assumptions about the nature of the relationship between human societies and their environments. 
Should we necessarily accept his assumptions or, at least, question them as a means of determining their 
relevance? 

Aside from introducing the student to – and providing an overview of – the field of environmental 
sociology, one of the purposes of this course is to consider the nature of the relationship between 
humans, their societies and their environments. Some of the general objectives of this course include: 

1. To increase the student’s awareness and understanding of the society in which we live, the social 
phenomena that we observe, and the world in which we live; 

2. To come closer to clarity in what the terms, environment and ecology, mean; 
3. To introduce the student to the field of and some of the theories and methods employed in 

sociology, particularly environmental sociology; 
4. To generate an appreciation for and critical analysis of the interaction between humans and their 

environments; and, 
5. To develop a deeper understanding of the environment and what it has to do with us. 

 
COURSE INFORMATION 

Albeit this class is conducted exclusively via the Internet, it is still a graduate seminar course. Its 
focus is on discussion, not lecture. Therefore, you are required to participate fully in all activities. You 
should check the course website on a regular basis (several times a week) and go on line to see if there  

  



are new announcements, updates, messages, postings, discussions, email, etc. With the exception of 
weekends and holidays, I check my course messages regularly and respond as quickly as possible. 
Finally, there are at least a couple of ways in which you may interact with me - and other members of the 
class: 1) course's mail system and 2) discussion postings. Except in an emergency, please do not send 
course-related messages to my UNT email. Please note that all assignments should be saved and sent 
as “*.pdfs” (and not as “*.doc” or “*.docx” files/text documents; that is, Word documents, for example). 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Weekly Written Assignments (40% of final grade): Throughout the semester, you are required to write a 
series of weekly essays (a brief analysis/synthesis) over the assigned readings, addressing the main 
points. Also, you must attempt to incorporate relevant readings from previous weeks, resulting in essays 
that build on the theme(s) that you identify during the specific week’s assigned reading. You must submit 
each assignment as an attachment to a message to me as a “pdf.”  See the course website for more 
details regarding these assignments and their deadlines. 

Discussion/Participation (25% of final grade): Weekly discussions are mandatory and full engagement is 
critical to your (and the course’s) success. The quality of this participation is very important. Your 
participation will be measured in terms of quality (not quantity, although important), regularity and 
completeness of your discussion. Your discussion should be interactive and engaging. More details 
regarding these assignments will be posted on the course site. 

Research Paper (35% of final grade): The purpose of the research paper is to identify an 
issue(s)/research question(s) in environmental sociology and describe the relevant literature that 
addresses its specific themes. In other words, you will write a theoretically based and driven research 
paper that specifically addresses some aspect of environmental sociology. The research paper should 
demonstrate sufficiently your command of the research problem. Your initial topic is due by 5:00 PM on 
October 24 (Monday). I must approve all research topics and project formats. The completed project will 
be due December 7 (Monday) by 5:00 PM. Please note that late projects will not be accepted. More 
details and guidelines will be posted on the course site in Blackboard Learn. 

READING SCHEDULE 
 

Week Month Day Assigned Readings 
1 Aug 29 Begin reading Mann (2012) – Note: no essay this week 
2 Sep 6 Mann (2012)* 
3 Sep 12 Bell (2012), Chapter 1 – rest of this text is a “recommended” reference 
4 Sep 19 Buttel (1987 & 1996) 
5 Sep 26 Catton & Dunlap (1978 & 1980); Dunlap & Catton (1994) 
6 Oct 3 Burningham & Cooper (1999); Bates (1997), Chapter 1 
7 Oct 10 Rodeheaver et al. (1995 & 1997) 
8 Oct 17 Friedman (2008), Parts 1 - 3 
 Oct 24 Project Topics Due 
9 Oct 24 Friedman (2008), Parts 4 & 5 
10 Oct 31 Rifkin (2011), Part I 
11 Nov 7 Rifkin (2011), Part II 
12 Nov 14 Rifkin (2011), Part III 
13 Nov 21 Bates (1997), Chapters 11 & 12 
14 Nov 28 Rodeheaver (2005 & 2009); Mwangeka and Anjomani. (2007) 
15 Dec 5 Diamond (2005) - SOCI 6500 students only 
 Dec 7 Final Projects/Papers Due 

 
*Pay special attention to the following pages In Mann (2012) related to the Columbian Exchange: xv-xviii, 6-7, 9-12, 17, 19, 29, 31, 

40-1, 53, 63-4, 66, 75, 77, 107, 126, 163, 187, 199, 220, 283 (notes), 285-6, 327, 352, 363, 387, 413 (notes). 
  



IMPORTANT DATES 
 

August 29, 2016 First Class Day (Monday) 
September 5, 2016 Labor Day (no classes; university closed) 
October 24, 2016 Project Topics Due (5:00 PM) 
November 24-27, 2016 Thanksgiving Break (no classes; university closed) 
December 8, 2016 Last Class Day 
December 7, 2016 Final Projects Due (5:00 PM) 

 

REQUIRED READINGS 

Bates, F.L. 1997. Sociopolitical Ecology: Human Systems and Ecological Fields. (Chapters 1,11 and 12.) 
New York: Springer/Plenum Press. 

Bell, Michael Mayerfeld. 2012. An Invitation to Environmental Sociology. (4th ed. - 5th ed. is ok) New York: 
Pine Forge. 

Burningham, Kate and Goeff Cooper. 1999. “Being Constructive: Social Constructivism and the 
Environment.” Sociology 33(2): 297-316. 

Buttel, F.H. 1987. “New Directions in Environmental Sociology.” Annual Review of Sociology, 13: 465-
488. 

Buttel, F.H. 1996. “Environmental and Resource Sociology: Theoretical Issues and Opportunities for 
Synthesis.” Rural Sociology, 61: 56-76. 

Catton, W.R. and R.E. Dunlap. 1978. “Environmental Sociology: A New Paradigm.” American Sociologist, 
13: 41-49. 

Catton, W.R. and R.E. Dunlap. 1980. “A New Ecological Paradigm for Post-Exuberant Sociology.” 
American Behavioral Scientist, 24: 15-47. 

Dunlap, R.E. and W.R. Catton. 1994. “Struggling with Human Exemptionalism: The Rise, Decline, and 
Revitalization of Environmental Sociology.” American Sociologist, 25: 113-135. 
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Mann, Charles C. 2005. 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus. Knopf: New York. 
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Rifkin, Jeremy. 2011. The Third Industrial Revolution. New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 

Rodeheaver, D.G. and J.G. Cutrer. 1995. "Environmental Equity and the Case of West Dallas." Pp. 213-
233. In: S.R. Ingman, X. Pei, C. Ekstrom, H. Friedsam and K. Bartlett (eds.), An Aging 
Population, An Aging Planet, and A Sustainable Future. Denton, TX: TIREA/University of North 
Texas Press. 

Rodeheaver, D.G., J.L. Williams and J.G. Cutrer. 1997. "Environmental Equity in Dallas County, Texas, 
Neighborhoods and Communities." Sustainable Communities Review, 1(1): 7-13. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Now that you have read this syllabus, I want you to use the Blackboard email system and contact 
me immediately. You are to write your “bio” in an email providing me with your given name, the name that 
you preferred to be called, major interests, etc., and anything else that you think is important to know 
about you (e.g., where you come from, etc.). 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

I encourage in and out of classroom input. I am available for consultation during my open 
office hours  (or by appointment) and welcome the opportunity to assist students. To arrange for an 
appointment and for purposes of this course, please use the Blackboard Learn mail function. With 
the exception of weekends, I vigilantly check my email and usually respond within 24 hours. Ask 
questions. If there is something that you do not understand, then ask. If you do not ask, I will have 
to assume that you understand everything that is going on. Do not fall behind in class. Make sure 
you keep up with readings and notes. If you begin to experience academic difficulty, be sure you 
consult with me. Do not wait until late in the semester and expect me to be able to be very 
sympathetic. I value your input, your ideas, and your contributions, and will do my best to 
encourage them by working with you to create a climate that is conducive to your participation. I 
am sure that all of you will have something to contribute at one time or other. Please do so. I will 
treat your contributions with respect and expect you to do the same for your classmates. Finally, I 
reserve the right to change or make adjustments to this syllabus as I see fit. 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

Academic dishonesty (cheating and/or plagiarism) will not be tolerated at any time. Any person 
suspected of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the policies and procedures set 
forth by the University of North Texas, the College of Public Affairs and Community Service and the 
Department of Sociology. You will find the complete provisions of the code in the student handbook. 
Please note that I take academic dishonesty very seriously and the consequences will be very harsh. 

Plagiarism is defined as the act of taking another's ideas, words, writings, or research findings 
and not giving them proper credit through quotations or citations. Even when we are paraphrasing 
another's ideas, we must give them credit. To do otherwise is to allow the reader to think these ideas and 
words are your own when they are not. This act is considered theft of intellectual property. Plagiarism is 
considered one of the most serious transgressions that can be committed in the educational community. 

In the case of plagiarism, there are several options available to an instructor, including verbal 
and/or written reprimand, assignment of a lower grade with an explanation from the instructor, expulsion 
from the course with the assignment of a passing grade (WP), expulsion from the course with the 
assignment of a failing grade (WF), and/or expulsion from the university. 

Therefore, all written work should be properly cited when: 

1. Describing the ideas of another (even if it is not a direct quotation), 
2. Describing the research of another (even if it is not a direct quotation), 
3. Using the words, phrases, paragraphs, or pages of another, and/or 
4. Quoting the words of another. 

RELIGIOUS OBLIGATIONS AND HOLIDAYS 

If you intend to miss class sessions for religious reasons sometime during the semester, you 
must notify me in writing by no later than 5:00 PM on September 9 (Friday). 

ADD/DROP POLICY 

Please refer to the UNT Faculty Handbook or your department regarding the Add/Drop 
Policy. 

F-1 STUDENTS TAKING DISTANCE EDUCATION COURSES 

U.S. Federal Regulation: For F–1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, 
no more than the equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or 
quarter may be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or 
through distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, 
examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education 



course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer 
transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio 
conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F–1 student's course of study is in a language study 
program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full 
course of study requirement. 

 

To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking 
online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at: 

http://www.oea.gov/index.php/links/electronic-code-of-federal-regulations 

 
The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at: 

"Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f) (6) (i) (G)” and can be found buried within this document: 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title8-vol1/xml/CFR-2012-title8-vol1-sec214-2.xml 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS COMPLIANCE 

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need 
to engage in an on- campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be 
approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, 
participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the 
completion of this course. 

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following: 

1. Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component 
within one week of the start of the course. 

2. Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in 
writing with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office. 
ISSS has a form available that you may use for this purpose. 

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is 
unsure about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, 
s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-
2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline. 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS 

The University of North Texas seeks to provide appropriate academic adjustments for all 
individuals with disabilities. This University will comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, 
regulations and guidelines, specifically Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), with respect to providing appropriate academic adjustments to afford equal 
educational opportunity. However, it is the responsibility of the student to register with and provide 
medical verification and academic schedules to Disability Support Services (DSS) at the beginning of 
each semester and no later than the second week of school unless otherwise determined by the 
coordinator (i.e., no later than September 9th). The student also must contact the faculty member in a 
timely manner to arrange for appropriate academic adjustments. Appropriate adjustments and auxiliary 
aid are available for persons with disabilities. Call 940-565-2456 (TDD access 1-800-735-2989). 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific 
needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and 
must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly 
encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty 
members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to 
protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation 
website at: http://disability.unt.edu/. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 



STUDENT ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES 

Links to all of these services can be found on the Academic Support tab within Blackboard 
Learn: 

• Academic Resource Center: buy textbooks and supplies, access academic catalogs and 
programs, register for classes, and more. 

• Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities: provides Code of Student Conduct along 
with other useful links. 

• Office of Disability Accommodation: ODA exist to prevent discrimination on the basis of 
disability and to help students reach a higher level of independence. 

• Counseling and Testing Services: CTS provides counseling services to the UNT 
community as well as testing services; such as admissions testing, computer-based 
testing, career testing and other tests. 

• UNT Libraries: online library services 
• Online Tutoring: chat in real time, mark up your paper using drawing tools and edit the 

text of your paper with the tutor’s help. 
• The Learning Center Support Programs: various program links provided to enhance the 

student experience. 
• Supplemental Instruction: program for every student, not just for students that are 

struggling. 
• UNT Writing Lab: offers free writing tutoring to all UNT students, undergraduate and 

graduate. 
• Math Tutor Lab: located in GAB, room 440. 
• Succeed at UNT: how to be “a successful student” information. 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND ASSISTANCE 

The following information has been provided to assist you in preparation for the technological 
aspect of the course. 

• UIT Help Desk: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm 
• Hardware and software necessary to use Bb Learn: 

http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/bblearn/ Browser requirements: 
http://kb.blackboard.com/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=84639794 

• Headset/Microphone (if required for synchronous chats) Word Processor 
• [Other related hardware or software necessary for the course] 

Minimum Technical Skills Needed: 

Examples include: 

1. Using the learning management system, 
2. Using email with attachments, 
3. Creating and submitting files in commonly used word processing program formats, 
4. Copying and pasting, 
5. Downloading and installing software, and 
6. Using spreadsheet programs. 

STUDENT TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

The University of North Texas UIT Student Helpdesk provides student technical support in 
the use of Blackboard and supported resources. The student help desk may be reached at: 

Email: helpdesk@unt.edu 
Phone: 940.565-2324 
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130 
Our hours are: 

Monday-Thursday 8am-midnight 
Friday 8am-8pm 
Saturday 9am-5p 
Sunday 8am-midnight 


